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This Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS)
report presents an overview of case
processing in the Federal criminal jus-
tice system. The data presented are
compiled from the BJS Federal Jus-
tice Statistics Program (FJSP) data-
base. The FJSP database includes
data provided by the U.S. Marshals
Service, Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration, Administrative Office of the
U.S. Courts, Executive Office for the
U.S. Attorneys, Federal Bureau of
Prisons, and U.S. Sentencing Com-
mission. The Administrative Office of
the U.S. Courts, in addition to provid-
ing data describing defendants in
criminal cases processed by the Fed-
eral judiciary, provides data describing
defendants processed by the Federal
pretrial services agencies and the
Federal probation and supervision
service. The data can be downloaded
from the Federal Justice Statistics Re-
source Center at <http://fjsrc.urban.
org>.

Each agency reports on cases proc-
essed during a given year in an an-
nual statistical report. These reports
are often incomparable across agen-
cies due to the varying methods the
agencies use to report case process-
ing activities. As reported by an inter-
agency working group, headed by
BJS, the differences in the case proc-
essing statistics are attributable, in
part, to the differing needs and mis-
sions of the agencies. The working
group found the following differences
in reported statistics:

the universe of cases reported dur-
ing a given period — some agen-
cies report on those case process-
ing events that occurred during a
particular period, whereas others
report on those events recorded
during a particular period; and

many of the commonly used case
processing statistics — suspect/
defendant processed, offense com-
mitted, disposition, and sentence
imposed — are defined differently
across agencies.

BJS, through its FJSP, has recog-
nized the incomparability of these an-
nual statistical reports and has

attempted to reconcile many of the
differences identified by the working
group. For instance, by combining da-
tabases from several years, BJS is
able to report on those cases that ac-
tually occurred during the reporting
period. Commonly used case proc-
essing statistics are made compara-
ble across stages by applying uniform
definitions to data obtained from each
agency. Because definitions in the
FJSP are consistent with those cate-
gories in BJS programs describing
State defendants convicted, sen-
tenced, or imprisoned, the compari-
son of Federal and State case proc-
essing statistics is facilitated.

The 2004 Compendium, 19th in a se-
ries which includes 1984, 1985, 1986,
1988, 1989, 1990, 1992, 1993, 1994,
1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000,  
2001, 2002, and 2003 describes de-
fendants processed at each stage of
the Federal justice system — arrest
by Federal law enforcement agencies
(chapter 1), investigation and prose-
cution by the U.S. attorneys (chapter
2), pretrial release or detention (chap-
ter 3), adjudication in the U.S. district
courts (chapter 4), sentencing (chap-
ter 5), appeal of the conviction and/or
sentence imposed (chapter 6), and
corrections (chapter 7) — for the 12-
month period ending September 30,
2004 (the Federal fiscal year). Prior to
1994, the Compendium was reported
on a calendar-year basis.

The tables presented report events
that occurred during the Federal fiscal
year — October 1, 2003 - September
30, 2004. Generally, the tables in-
clude both individual and organiza-
tional defendants. Organizational de-
fendants are not included in tables
showing defendants sentenced to in-
carceration, or tables describing of-
fenders under post-conviction com-
munity supervision. Juvenile offenders
charged as adults are included in the
reported statistics. Felony and misde-
meanor distinctions are provided
where possible (see "Offense classifi-
cations" in Methodology).

Organization of the Compendium

Each chapter of the Compendium
describes a major stage in the pro-
cessing of criminal suspects and
defendants. Each chapter con-
tains Chapter notes that describe the
universes of data used in the tables
and information relevant to the inter-
pretation of individual tables. The
Compendium contains the following:

Chapter 1 describes arrests made by
Federal law enforcement agencies for
violations of Federal law, including the
characteristics of arrestees; warrants
initiated and cleared by the U.S. Mar-
shals Service are also reported.

Chapter 2 describes decisions made
by Federal prosecutors in screening
criminal matters and the characteris-
tics of defendants in cases prose-
cuted or declined for prosecution.

Chapter 3 describes the pretrial re-
lease and detention practices of the
Federal judiciary, including the char-
acteristics of defendants detained or
released pending trial.

Chapter 4 describes actions by the
Federal judiciary in adjudicating de-
fendants in cases filed by the U.S.
attorneys.

Chapter 5 describes the sentences
imposed by the Federal judiciary on
convicted defendants.

Chapter 6 describes appeals of crimi-
nal convictions and sentences im-
posed in the Federal courts, including
the original offense charged.

Chapter 7 describes defendants un-
der Federal correctional supervision
— probation, parole, and supervised
release — including the outcome of
the supervision (successful comple-
tion or violations).

Introduction

Introduction 5



The Methodology section describes
the procedures followed in analyzing
data and developing tables.

The Glossary contains definitions for
terms used in the Compendium.
Since many terms used in the text
and tables have specialized meanings
(either because they refer to Federal
law or because of reporting proce-
dures by the Federal agencies supply-
ing the data), readers are encouraged
to check the glossary for exact defini-
tions of tabulated data.

Modifications in the 2004
Compendium

The 2004 Compendium does not con-
tain text or tables describing the
demographic characteristics of con-
victed offenders in chapters 4 and 5,
as it has historically. Nor does it con-
tain any text or tables describing Fed-
eral prisoners in chapter 7, as is usu-
ally the case. The reason for these
exclusions is that BJS did not receive
2004 data from the United States
Sentencing Commission nor from the
Federal Bureau of Prisons, respec-
tively. 

Notes to reader

The tables in the Compendium were
constructed to permit valid compari-
sons within each table and to allow
the reader to compare percentages
(but not raw totals) across tables. It
should be understood, however, that
the total number of subjects/defen-
dants shown in a particular table may
not equal the number of subjects/de-
fendants involved in a particular stage
of processing, since some records
could not be linked and some data
sources did not include information on
particular data elements classified in a
particular table. Data notes indicate
the exact universe for individual
tables.

The Compendium is a statistical pres-
entation of Federal criminal justice in-
formation with limited analyses of
trends or explanatory factors underly-
ing the statistics. Analyses of Federal
justice statistics may be found in spe-
cial reports and other publications,
some of which are cited in the Com-
pendium. Assessment of changing
patterns in the Compendium tabula-
tions may depend on detailed exami-
nation of sub-categories not shown in
the tabulations or may require other
sources of information, such as
knowledge of legislation or Federal
agency procedures.

6 Compendium of Federal Justice Statistics, 2004
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System overview 9

Figure S.2.

Federal criminal case processing, October 1, 2003 - September 30, 2004

Suspects investigated
in matters concluded

Suspects arrested

Defendants prosecuted

Offenders convicted

Offenders sentenced
to prison*

Offenders sentenced
to probation*

5,869

4,587

4,004

2,932

2,494

286

Violent offenses
Suspects investigated
in matters concluded

Suspects arrested

Defendants prosecuted

Offenders convicted

Offenders sentenced
to prison*

Offenders sentenced
to probation*

5,019

335

1,897

1,069

606

683

Public-order offenses - regulatory

Suspects investigated
in matters concluded

Suspects arrested

Defendants prosecuted

Offenders convicted

Offenders sentenced
to prison*

Offenders sentenced
to probation*

24,756

12,709

15,319

11,008

6,462

3,673

Property offenses - fraudulent
Suspects investigated
in matters concluded

Suspects arrested

Defendants prosecuted

Offenders convicted

Offenders sentenced
to prison*

Offenders sentenced
to probation*

16,735

8,283

11,240

6,654

2,779

2,225

Public-order offenses - other

Suspects investigated
in matters concluded

Suspects arrested

Defendants prosecuted

Offenders convicted

Offenders sentenced
to prison*

Offenders sentenced
to probation*

2,836

2,900

1,801

2,988

1,166

1,380

Property offenses - other

Suspects investigated
in matters concluded

Suspects arrested

Defendants prosecuted

Offenders convicted

Offenders sentenced
to prison*

Offenders sentenced
to probation*

14,083

9,936

10,370

8,191

7,521

558

Weapon offenses

*Prison includes split, life, indeterminate, regular, and youth sentences.  Offenders not shown as sentenced to prison or probation were
sentenced by magistrates or received a fine-only sentence in Federal court.  Probation excludes persons sentenced to prison.

Suspects investigated
in matters concluded

Suspects arrested

Defendants prosecuted

Offenders convicted

Offenders sentenced
to prison*

Offenders sentenced
to probation*

148,229

140,755

116,363

74,782

58,106

11,067

All offenses

Suspects investigated
in matters concluded

Suspects arrested

Defendants prosecuted

Offenders convicted

Offenders sentenced
to prison*

Offenders sentenced
to probation*

40,509

32,980

34,294

26,739

23,311

1,879

Drug offenses
Suspects investigated
in matters concluded

Suspects arrested

Defendants prosecuted

Offenders convicted

Offenders sentenced
to prison*

Offenders sentenced
to probation*

37,326

39,135

36,781

15,201

13,767

383

Immigration offenses
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Federal criminal cases may result in
conviction of the defendant following
plea or trial, acquittal of the defendant
after trial, or dismissal of the case.1

Defendants in criminal cases
commenced (table 4.1)

During 2004, 92,645 defendants had
criminal cases commenced against
them in U.S. district courts, and
81,261 (88%) of those defendants
were charged with felonies. The
30,469 drug felony defendants com-
prised 33% of all criminal defendants
in cases commenced and 37% of all
felony defendants. Felony property
and immigration defendants com-
prised 15% and 19% of all defendants
in cases commenced respectively.
The 11,384 misdemeanor defendants
constituted 12% of all defendants in
cases commenced; 40% of those
misdemeanor defendants were
charged with traffic violations.

Defendants in criminal cases
terminated (table 4.2)

Cases were terminated against
83,391 defendants during 2004,
73,138 (88%) of whom were felony
defendants. During 2004 the 27,407
drug-related felony defendants com-
prised 33% of all defendants in cases
terminated and 37% of all felony
defendants.

Ninety percent of all defendants, 92% of
all felony defendants, and 71% of mis-
demeanor defendants were convicted.
Conviction rates for major felony of-
fense categories were in the 89% to
96% range. Within the major offense
categories, however, the conviction
rates varied more widely. For example,
within the public-order category, the
conviction rate ranged from —

68% for civil rights violations to

86% for felony traffic offenses to

100% for obscene materials.

Most defendants who were convicted
pleaded guilty (table 4.2). Overall,
96% of those convicted pleaded
guilty, while only 4% were convicted 
at trial. For felony offenses 96% of
convicted defendants pleaded guilty 
to their charges. For the major felony
offense categories, guilty pleas were
registered for —

99% of immigration offenders

97% of drug offenders

95% of property offenders

94% of public-order offenders

93% of both violent and weapon of-
fenders. (Percents were calculated
from numbers in table 4.2.)

During 2004 only 4% (3,346) of the
83,391 defendants in cases termi-
nated exercised their right to a trial.
Nine percent of violent offenders went
to trial as compared with —

7% of both weapon and public order
offenders

4% of both property offenders and
drug offenders

1% of immigration offenders.
(Percents were calculated from
numbers in table 4.2.) 

Of defendants who exercised their
right to a trial, 2,630 (79%) were con-
victed either by a jury or a bench trial.
The felony trial conviction rate was
80%, while the misdemeanor convic-
tion rate was 64%. Among felony of-
fenses, trial conviction rates ranged
from 74% for violent offenses defen-
dants to 85% for immigration defen-
dants. (Percents were calculated from
numbers in table 4.2.)

Case processing times (table 4.3)

The data in table 4.3 cover the interval
from the time a case is filed in U.S.
district court through sentencing for
those convicted as well as the interval
from case filing through disposition for
those not convicted or those whose
cases are dismissed. Title I of the
Speedy Trial Act of 1974, as
amended, sets time requirements for
processing criminal cases in Federal
courts. Except for certain exclusions,
indictment must occur within 30 days
of arrest; defendants are guaranteed
at least 30 days to prepare for trial;
and the Government must be ready
for trial within 70 days. The Speedy
Trial Act does not specify an interval
from trial to sentencing,2 and the time
limits set by the act exclude several
enumerated periods of pretrial proce-
dure such as time spent awaiting rul-
ings on motions.3 Additionally, defen-
dants may waive their rights within the
Speedy Trial Act. As a result, the ac-
tual processing time for most defen-
dants can be longer than the statutory
limits without violating the provisions
of the act.

Overall, the average time for process-
ing defendants was 9.5 months. For
felony defendants the overall
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Figure 4.1. Disposition of cases
terminating during October 1, 2003 -
September 30, 2004

1Unless otherwise noted data describe felony
and misdemeanor cases in U.S. district courts
and include Class A misdemeanors handled by
U.S. magistrates. The data also include Class
B misdemeanors that are handled by U.S. dis-
trict court judges, which occur infrequently.

2The Sentencing Reform Act of 1984 specifies
minimum intervals for the disclosure and ob-
jections to the presentence report. (See rule
31, Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure.)

318 U.S.C. 3161 et. seq.
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processing time average was 10.1
months; for those charged with mis-
demeanor crimes, the average proc-
essing time was 4.6 months. Defen-
dants who pleaded guilty were proc-
essed, on average, 5.4 months faster
than defendants who went to trial (fig-
ure 4.2). Overall, defendants whose
cases went to trial took the longest to
process (14.2 months). Among major
felony offense categories, drug of-
fenses cases terminated by a guilty
plea took longer on average (21.4
months) than those terminated by trial
(15.3 months). For public-order and
weapon offenses, cases terminated
by trial took longer on average (17.8
and 12.7 months, respectively) than
those terminated by dismissal (15.0
and 9.7 months, respectively).

Convictions by U.S. magistrates
(table 4.4)

During 2004 U.S. magistrates dis-
posed of 10,054 misdemeanor crimi-
nal defendants, 72% of whom were
convicted. Comprising cases dis-
posed by U.S. magistrates' were —

public-order offenders (nearly 51%)

property offenders (22%)

drug offenders (19%). (Percents
were calculated from numbers in
table 4.4.)
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Cases of defendants decided by trial took longer than those
involving a plea
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Figure 4.2. Average time from filing to disposition of cases terminating during
October 1, 2003 - September 30, 2004, by offense
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"Tax law violations" includes tax fraud;
"Obscene material" denotes the mail or
transport thereof; "All other felonies" in-
cludes felonies with unclassifiable offense
type; "Misdemeanors" includes misde-
meanors, petty offenses, and unknown of-
fense levels; and "Drug possession" also
includes other drug misdemeanors.

Note: For further information see Chapter notes, item
1, p. 66.
--Less than .05%.
*In this table "Murder" includes nonnegligent man-
slaughter; "Sexual abuse" includes only violent sex
offenses; "Fraud" excludes tax fraud; "Larceny" ex-
cludes transportation of stolen property; "Other prop-
erty offenses" excludes fraudulent property offenses
and includes destruction of property and trespassing.

2.52,344Other misdemeanors
4.94,536Traffic offenses
0.3317Immigration offenses
2.22,003Drug possession*
1.61,485Larceny
0.8699Fraudulent property offenses

%12.311,384Misdemeanors*

%19.117,687Immigration offenses
%11.010,167Weapon offenses

0.5503All other felonies*
--31Environmental

0.178Wildlife
--39Traffic offenses

0.149Obscene material*
1.11,022Nonviolent sex offenses

--13Gambling
1.0899Racketeering and extortion
0.5429Escape
0.176National defense
0.4339Perjury, contempt, and intimidation
0.2186Bribery
0.5490Tax law violations*

%4.54,154Other
0.7629Other regulatory offenses

--37Postal laws
0.154Custom laws

--26Communications
0.190Civil rights
0.2160Transportation

--28Food and drug
--22Antitrust

%1.11,046Regulatory
%5.65,200Public-order offenses

2.21,997Possession and other drug offenses
30.728,472Trafficking

%32.930,469Drug offenses
--46Other property offenses*

0.2223Transportation of stolen property
0.3268Arson and explosives
0.168Motor vehicle theft
1.61,520Larceny*
0.175Burglary

%2.42,200Other
1.41,295Counterfeiting
0.193Forgery

10.79,954Fraud*
0.8761Embezzlement

%13.112,103Fraudulent
%15.414,303Property offenses

--29Threats against the President
0.2223Kidnapping
0.7632Sexual abuse*
1.71,571Robbery
0.7676Assault

--3Negligent manslaughter
0.3301Murder*

%3.73,435Violent offenses
%87.781,261Felonies

%100.092,645All offenses

PercentNumber

Defendants in cases
commenced during 2004

Most serious offense charged

Table 4.1.  Defendants in criminal cases commenced, by offense,
October 1, 2003 - September 30, 2004, by offense
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“Other property offenses" excludes fraudulent property offenses and includes de-
struction of property and trespassing; "Tax law violations" includes tax fraud; "Ob-
scene material" denotes the mail or transport thereof; "All other felonies" includes
felonies with unclassifiable offense type; "Misdemeanors" includes
misdemeanors, petty offenses, and unknown offense levels; and "Drug posses-
sion" also includes other drug misdemeanors. 

Note: For further information, see Chapter notes, item 1, p. 66.
^ Too few cases to obtain statistically reliable data.
aIncludes mistrials.
bIn this table, "Murder" includes nonnegligent manslaughter;
"Fraud" excludes tax fraud; “Sexual abuse” includes only violent
sex offenses; "Larceny" excludes transporting stolen property;

1555816015110381,3071,40670.12,007Other misdemeanors
7501,1751,2509533052,3912,79469.14,044Traffic offenses
00171711123924293.4259Immigration offenses
91463473121411,3751,42975.11,902Drug possessionb
414684731752977983063.71,303Larceny
3111712131960461783.6738Fraudulent property offenses

10682,8212,935179214236,6957,318%71.410,253Misdemeanorsb

6146236432391214,84314,959%95.915,602Immigration offenses
22997688893550887,5848,135%90.19,024Weapon offenses
225357415034436386.4420All other feloniesb
0088020323481.042Environmental
0033040424693.949Wildlife
0044010242586.229Traffic offenses
00000403943100.043Obscene materialb
014647322166168793.6734Nonviolent sex offenses
000000011^1Liquor offenses
0101100272896.629Gambling
41385102346163768787.1789Racketeering and extortion
02636537037838885.7453Escape
101112020565882.970National defense
2204062031121424679.9308Perjury, contempt, and intimidation
0033011012713897.9141Bribery
141520134037040595.3425Tax law violationsb

10433313841517932,9523,149%89.13,533Other
134044023040743090.7474Other regulatory offenses
0066000262681.332Postal laws
001212000494980.361Custom laws
0022000212191.323Communications
01018280120475967.887Civil rights
141722011011312484.9146Transportation
0044010303188.635Food and drug
0202000171789.519Antitrust
219991200470710757%86.3877Regulatory

12624305041522633,6623,906%88.64,410Public-order offenses
1911812807111,6681,74093.11,868Possession and other drug offenses

331491,7871,96930787922,74423,57092.325,539Trafficking
341581,9052,097308581024,41225,310%92.327,407Drug offenses
0156000525289.758Other property offensesb
30202306221622490.7247Transportation of stolen property
173240313021623285.3272Arson and explosives
0066040515590.261Motor vehicle theft
4812613824221,3921,43891.21,576Larcenyb
0044010676894.472Burglary
81619321756641,9942,069%90.52,286Other
16929932901,2151,24792.61,346Counterfeiting
0099020959791.5106Forgery

29668069011431758,0248,36090.39,261Fraudb
134347020066768793.6734Embezzlement

31759501,05617368510,00110,391%90.811,447Fraudulent
39911,1431,27322434911,99512,460%90.713,733Property offenses
06410210273075.040Threats against the President
042832018010612479.5156Kidnapping
2173453531242246089.7513Sexual abuseb
24546035011,2681,32295.71,382Robbery
3215781342149253886.9619Assault
000000011^1Negligent manslaughter
062632033118521987.3251Murderb
7582032681317552,5012,694%91.02,962Violent offenses

1204825,0725,6741382,2923764,99767,464%92.273,138Felonies

2264907,8938,6093172,31346071,69274,782%89.783,391All offenses

Non-juryJuryaDismissedTotalNon-juryJuryTotal
TrialTrialNolo

contendere
Guilty
plea

Total
defendantsMost serious offense charged

Not convictedConvicted
Number of defendants in criminal cases terminating during 2004 who were—Percent

of all
defendants
convicted

Table 4.2.  Disposition of criminal cases terminating from October 1, 2003 - September 30, 2004, by offense
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cIn this table "Murder" includes nonnegligent manslaughter; “Sex-
ual abuse” includes only violent sex offenses; "Fraud" excludes tax
fraud; "Larceny" excludes transportation of stolen property; "Other
property offenses" excludes fraudulent property offenses and in-
cludes destruction of property and trespassing; "Tax law
violations" includes tax fraud; “Obscene material" denotes the mail
or transport thereof; "All other felonies" includes felonies with un-
classifiable offense type; "Misdemeanors" includes
misdemeanors, petty offenses, and unknown offense levels; and
"Drug possession" also includes other drug misdemeanors. 

Note: Interval from filing to disposition includes periods which may be
excluded under the Speedy Trial Act of 1974 (18 U.S.C. '3161, et
seq.). See Chapter notes, item 1, p. 66.
^ Too few cases to obtain statistically reliable data.
…No cases of this type occurred in the data.
aIncludes nolle prosequi, deferred prosecution, Narcotics Addicts
Rehabilitation Act (NARA) Titles I and II, and all dismissals.
bIncludes mistrials.

5.64.07.14.9Other misdemeanors
1.62.78.84.4Traffic offenses

^1.63.41.8Immigration offenses
3.43.19.04.6Drug possessionc
6.74.27.65.5Larceny

^3.313.55.0Fraudulent property offenses
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mo12.7mo9.9mo9.7mo10.1Weapon offenses

18.29.812.610.6All other feloniesc
^13.0^12.3Environmental
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^16.1^16.2National defense
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^10.1^10.5Food and drug
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mo16.8mo8.8mo16.6mo10.2Regulatory
mo17.8mo11.6mo15.0mo12.3Public-order offenses

14.211.012.611.2Possession and other drug offenses
15.411.622.012.5Trafficking

mo15.3mo11.6mo21.4mo12.4Drug offenses
^8.0^8.1Other property offensesc
^16.322.316.8Transportation of stolen property

15.611.811.712.1Arson and explosives
^16.9^18.6Motor vehicle theft

19.610.416.511.2Larcenyc
^8.3^9.4Burglary

mo17.9mo11.2mo16.9mo12.0Other
15.29.615.910.2Counterfeiting

^11.8^12.3Forgery
19.610.017.411.1Fraudc
15.28.511.88.9Embezzlement

mo19.0mo9.9mo17.0mo10.9Fraudulent
mo18.8mo10.1mo17.0mo11.0Property offenses

^12.0^11.7Threats against the President
20.415.821.117.4Kidnapping
13.110.510.910.8Sexual abusec
15.09.09.69.2Robbery
11.28.910.09.3Assault

…^…^Negligent manslaughter
16.413.122.914.6Murderc

mo14.2mo9.8mo13.2mo10.4Violent offenses
mo15.3mo9.4mo16.2mo10.1Felonies
mo14.2mo8.8mo13.4mo9.5All offenses

TrialbGuilty pleaDismissalaAll outcomes
Average time from filing to disposition for defendants in criminal cases resulting in—

Most serious offense charged

Table 4.3.  Time from filing to disposition of criminal cases terminating from October 1, 2003 - 
September 30, 2004, by offense
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bIn this table “Sexual abuse” includes only violent sex
offenses; "Fraud" excludes tax fraud; "Larceny" excludes
transportation of stolen property; "Other property of-
fenses" excludes fraudulent property offenses and in-
cludes destruction of property and trespassing; "Tax law
violations" includes tax fraud; and "All other offenses" in-
cludes offenses with unclassifiable offense type.

Note: Data in this table are not directly comparable to data
in the 1993 and prior compendia; see Chapter notes, item
1, p. 66.
^ Too few cases to obtain statistically reliable data.
aMay include some nonviolent offenses.

%95.815338353Immigration offenses

%50.05050100Weapon offenses

66.9166336502All other offensesb
^044Environmental

91.815168183Wildlife 
69.51,2132,7673,980Traffic offenses

^055Nonviolent sex offenses
100.002424Liquor offenses
81.552227Escape

^167National defense
100.001111Perjury, contempt, and intimidation

^077Bribery
100.003333Tax law violationsb

%70.71,4003,3834,783Other
71.245111156Other regulatory offenses
95.836871Postal laws

^066Custom laws
^044Communications
^044Civil rights

94.947478Transportation
100.002020Food and drug

%84.752287339Regulatory
%71.71,4523,6705,122Public-order offenses

76.64131,3551,768Possession 
54.76376139Trafficking

%75.04761,4311,907Drug offenses

39.59864162Other property offensesb
^011Transportation of stolen property
^178Arson and explosives
^033Motor vehicle theft

64.24478011,248Larcenyb
^01010Burglary
%61.95468861,432Other

^167Counterfeiting
87.521416Forgery
83.5102515617Fraudb
85.419111130Embezzlement

%83.9124646770Fraudulent
%69.66701,5322,202Property offenses

^011Threats against the President
^099Sexual abuseb
^303Robbery

63.0132225357Assault
%63.5135235370Violent offensesa

%72.22,7987,25610,054All offenses

Percent convictedNot convictedConvictedTotal
Defendants in criminal cases concluded by U.S. magistrates

Most serious offense charged

Table 4.4.  Dispositions by U.S. magistrates,  October 1, 2003 - September 30, 2004
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Data tables describing demographic characteristics of convicted
offenders are not shown in this Compendium, as fiscal year 2004
data have not yet been received by BJS from the United States
Sentencing Commission.



1) Tables 4.1-4.4 were derived from
the Administrative Office of U.S.
Courts (AOUSC) criminal master
data files. Only records with cases
filed in U.S. district court (table 4.1)
or cases that terminated in U.S.
district court during October 1,
2003, through September 30, 2004,
were selected. Offenses were clas-
sified according to the most serious
offense charged. In the case of
multiple offenses, the offense car-
rying the most severe potential
penalty was selected.

In this Compendium carjacking of-
fenses are classified as robberies,
based on title and section of the
U.S. Code. In compendia prior to
the 1997 Compendium, they were
classified as motor vehicle thefts,
based on the AOUSC offense
classifications.

Chapter notes
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