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Methodology

National Prisoner Statistics

The National Prisoner Statistics series 
(NPS-1) includes yearend counts of 
prisoners by jurisdiction, gender, race, 
Hispanic origin, and admissions and 
releases during the year. The series 
consists of reports from the depart-
ments of corrections in the 50 States 
and the Federal Bureau of Prisons. 
Since 1991 respondents have 
indicated the circumstances under 
which inmates are tested for HIV and 
have provided the number of HIV-
infected inmates in their custody.

Surveys of Inmates in State and 
Federal Correctional Facilities

The Survey of Inmates in State and 
Federal Correctional Facilities, 2004, 
is comprised of two separate surveys: 
one in State adult correctional facilities 
and one in Federal correctional 
facilities. The surveys provide 
nationally representative data on State 
prison inmates and sentenced Federal 
inmates. Both surveys used the same 
questionnaire and a stratified two-
stage sample design where facilities 
were selected in the first stage and 
inmates to be interviewed in the 
second stage.

The State prison sample was selected 
from a universe of 1,585 facilities that 
were enumerated in the 2000 Census 
of State and Federal Correctional 
Facilities, or had opened between the 
completion of the Census and May 31, 
2003. A total of 287 State prisons 
participated in the survey; 2 refused, 
11 were closed or had no inmates to 
survey, and 1 was erroneously 
included in the universe.

The Federal prison sample was 
selected from 148 Federal prisons and 
satellite facilities holding inmates on 
January 4, 2003. Thirty-nine of the 40 
Federal prisons selected participated 
in the survey.

A total of 14,499 inmates in the State 
facilities were interviewed; 1,653 
inmates refused to participate, 

resulting in a second-stage 
nonresponse rate of 10.2%. In the 
Federal survey, after the initial sample 
of inmates, a secondary sample of 1 in 
3 drug offenders was selected for 
participation in the survey. A total of 
3,686 inmates in Federal facilities were 
interviewed and 567 refused to 
participate, for a second-stage 
nonresponse rate of 13.3%.

The accuracy of the 2004 Survey of 
Inmates in State and Federal 
Correctional Facilities depends on 
sampling and measurement errors. 
Sampling errors occur by chance 
because a sample rather than a 
complete enumeration of the 
population was conducted. 
Measurement error can be attributed to 
many sources, such as nonresponse, 
recall difficulties, differences in the 
interpretation of questions among 
inmates, and processing errors.

The sampling error, as measured by 
an estimated standard error, varies by 
the size of the estimate and the size of 
the base population. Estimates for the 
percentage of inmates ever tested for 
HIV and the percentage who tested 
HIV positive have been calculated 
(appendix table). These standard 
errors may be used to construct 
confidence intervals around 
percentages. For example, the 95-
percent confidence interval around the 
percentage of males in State prisons 
who were HIV positive is 
approximately 1.6% plus or minus 1.96 
times .20% (or 1.2% to 2.0%).

Detailed descriptions of the 
methodology for each of these 
surveys, including standard error 
tables and links to other reports or 
findings from these surveys, are 
available on the BJS Website 
<www.icpsr.umich.edu/NACJD/
bjs.html#sisfcf>.

AIDS in the U.S. resident population

The number of persons with confirmed 
AIDS in the U.S. general population 
(age 13 and over) was derived from 

the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), HIV/AIDS 
Surveillance Report, yearend editions 
1995-2004. For each year the number 
of active AIDS cases in the United 
States was calculated by subtracting 
the number of cumulative AIDS deaths 
for people age 15 or older at yearend 
from the cumulative number of total 
AIDS cases for people age 13 or older 
at yearend as listed in the HIV/AIDS 
Surveillance Report.

Appendix table. Standard error estimates 
for Surveys of State and Federal 
Correctional Facilities, 2004

Estimated standard 
error of the percent of 
reporting inmates who 
were HIV positive

Characteristic
State 
prisons

Federal 
prisons

Gender
Male 0.20% 0.31%
Female 0.35 0.60

Race/Hispanic origin
White (non-Hispanic) 0.30% 0.49%
Male 0.30 0.51
Female 0.29 :

Black (non-Hispanic) 0.34% 0.74%
Male 0.34 0.72
Female 0.82 1.67

Hispanic 0.47% 0.48%
Male 0.46 0.45
Female 1.05 1.15

Age
24 or younger 0.23% 0.97%
25-34 0.25 0.30
35-44 0.46 0.80
45 or older 0.61 0.65

Marital status
Married 0.46% 0.53%
Widowed/divorced 0.38 0.51
Separated 1.23 2.11
Never married 0.28 0.52

Education
Less than high 

school 0.39% 0.91%
GED 0.33 0.37
High school graduate 

or more 0.34 0.45
Current offense

Violent 0.27% 0.92%
Drug 0.48 0.37
Property 0.60 1.99
Public-order 0.46 0.81

Prior drug use
Never 0.46% 0.86%
Ever 0.23 0.34
In month before 
arrest 0.29 0.39
Used needle to 
inject drugs 0.62 1.00
Shared a needle 1.27 2.21

:Not calculated.
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The rate of confirmed AIDS cases in 
the U.S. general population was 
calculated by dividing the annual totals 
for individuals with AIDS by the 
population estimates for the U.S. 
general population of individuals 13 or 
older prior to 2000 and 15 or older for 
2000 and beyond. 

AIDS-related deaths in the United 
States

The number of AIDS-related deaths for 
persons age 15-54 was derived from 
the CDC, HIV/AIDS Surveillance 
Report, yearend editions. Deaths in 
the U.S. population for persons age 
15-54 were taken from the CDC, 
Monthly Vital Statistics Report, Vol. 42, 
No. 2(S); Vol. 43, No. 12; Vol. 43, No. 
6(S); Vol. 45, No. 3(S); and Vol. 45, 
No. 11(S); and from CDC, National 
Vital Statistics Report, Vol. 47, No. 9; 
Vol. 47, No. 25; Vol. 48, No. 11; Vol. 
49, No. 8; Vol. 50, No. 15; and Vol. 53, 
No. 15.

AIDS-related deaths as a percentage 
of all deaths in the U.S. population 

were calculated by dividing the 
national estimate of AIDS deaths of 
persons age 15-54 by the national 
mortality estimates of persons age 
15-54 in a given year. 

BJS Deaths in Custody Reporting 
Program

To implement the Death in Custody 
Reporting Act of 2000 (PL 106-297), 
BJS developed four quarterly data 
collections of death records: local jails 
(begun in 2000), State prisons (2001), 
State juvenile correctional agencies 
(2002), and State and local law 
enforcement agencies (2003). 

Records include data on the 
deceased’s characteristics (such as 
age, gender, and race/Hispanic origin), 
criminal background (such as legal 
status, offenses, and time in custody), 
and the death itself (such as cause, 
time, location, and medical conditions 
and treatment).




